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THURSDAY, OCT. 1
 7 p.m.  Presentation of the annual Al Neuharth Award for Excellence 
  in the Media 
  Sponsored by the Freedom Forum and USD.  

FRIDAY, OCT. 2
 7:30 a.m. Alumni Association Annual Meeting
  Muenster University Center

 9 a.m. Alumni Welcome Center Opens
  Muenster University Center, Hoy Room
  Stop by to say hello and get information on the weekend festivities.

 Noon Pep Rally and Lunch on the Old Main Quad
  Visit with students and join Coach Joe Glenn, Charlie Coyote and the USD cheerleaders and 
  pep band in a rousing start to the weekend festivities.

 2 p.m. Campus Tours
  Enjoy seeing all the places you remember as well as new additions to the campus landscape. 
  This one-hour tour will depart from Old Main. (Limited shuttle service available.)  
  Watch for registration details at www.usdalumni.com/events or call 800-655-2586.

 5 p.m. Dakota Days Alumni Social and Dinner
  5 p.m.    Social hour 
  6 p.m.    Dinner and recognition of Alumni Achievement Award recipients  

  Relish an evening of visiting with your fellow alumni in the Muenster University Center.
  Registration required. Watch for registration at www.usdalumni.com/events or call 
  800-655-2586. Classes celebrating their reunions will be seated together and will have class 
  photos taken following dinner.

SATURDAY, OCT. 3 

 10 a.m. Dakota Days Parade 
  Watch the parade and enjoy morning refreshments on the front lawn of Inman House, 
  the USD President’s residence, 415 East Main Street or play in the alumni marching band. 

 Post-parade Coyote Tailgate Nation pre-game festivities
  Open houses at Greek residences

 2 p.m. USD Coyote Football Game vs. Youngstown State, DakotaDome 
  Coronation of Miss and Mr. Dakota at halftime. 
  Tickets are sold through the Coyote Ticket Office at 605-677-5959.
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For details on these and other  
alumni Dakota Days events, visit
www.usdalumni.com/events.

http://www.vermillioncvb.com/
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Dear Alumni and Friends,

As I sit in my office writing to you, I am enjoying fresh spring air coming through my 
window and the sounds of large equipment, clanging metal and the assorted beeps 
and banging associated with construction—or as I like to think of it, the sounds of 
progress. Just across the street from my office in the Wagner Center, the new Sports 
Performance Enhancement Complex is being constructed. It is exciting to see the 
progress being made each week and I can hardly wait for the opportunity to hear the 
cheers of faithful Coyote fans in the new surroundings. Similar progress is happening 
on the outdoor track and soccer complex along the Highway 50 bypass as you enter 
Vermillion. We are so fortunate to have loyal alumni who give generously to support 
projects like these. Whether your passion is athletics, arts or academics, there is a way 
for you to be involved and I hope you will find a way to be engaged. 

In this issue of the magazine, we introduce you to alumni who are leveraging their 
USD educations to make a difference around the world. Whether it is addressing 
challenges in remote villages in Kosovo, Mongolia and Tanzania, or playing a role 
in addressing the ever evolving relations with the Soviets, you can be proud of your 
fellow alumni. We are also very pleased to recognize the gift of Tom and Nancy 
Gallagher in the establishment of the International Opportunity Fund, which will 
open opportunities to students who would not otherwise be able to travel abroad to 
further personal and educational experiences. Coincidentally, three USD students 
have been named recipients of the prestigious Fulbright Scholarships. There have 
been 36 USD students who have received Fulbrights since 1951, but it hasn’t been 
since 1957 that there have been three recipients within a single year. We are very 
proud of their accomplishments and very excited for the opportunities they have as a 
result. It is a testament to their hard work and to the USD faculty who have prepared 
them to compete on a national level.

To provide alumni and friends the opportunity to pursue life-long learning  
and cultural experiences abroad, we have launched an international travel program.  
We have filled our tour to England, Scotland and Ireland this summer, but there is 
still room available to travel with the USD Alumni Association to Australia in  
April 2016.  Learn more and reserve your seat today at www.usdalumni.com/events.

Dakota Days 2015 is scheduled for October 2–3; please make plans to join us for this 
homecoming to reconnect with your peers, to meet the fantastic students of today 
and to share in the excitement of USD’s future!

With warm Coyote regards,

Kersten Johnson, ’87 B.A.
Executive Director
USD Alumni Association 

http://www.usdalumni.com/events
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AROUND CAMPUS

Three students at the University of South Dakota have been 
awarded J. William Fulbright scholarships, one of the most 
prestigious academic awards in the world. The program 
recognizes top students and provides opportunities for 
advanced study, research and teaching.  

HOLLY BAKER, West Lafayette, Ind., is completing her 
Ph.D. in English at USD. Baker will travel to Romania to 
expand and enrich her knowledge of that nation’s political 
unrest during the 1990s and the related crisis regarding 
children and orphans. She plans to write a novel about this 
historical event. 

LUCIA CARLSON, Rio Ricos, Ariz., is completing her 
M.A. in political science. She will travel to Germany to 
further her knowledge of that country, including building 
her skills as a German speaker and as a teacher of English 
to Germans. Carlson intends to pursue a career in the U.S. 
Foreign Service.

BREANNA HELLAND, Frederick, S.D., is an undergraduate 
with a double major in criminal justice and political 
science. Helland will use her Fulbright award to travel to 
South Korea and study the democratic transformation 
happening there. Her goal is to become a teacher.

 Since 1951, 36 USD students have been awarded 
Fulbright scholarships, and this year’s three winners marks 
the most in any single year since 1957.
 “Having three Fulbright winners at the university in a 
single year is extraordinary,” said USD President James W. 
Abbott. “This level of recognition to our student scholars 
reflects the dedication of our university and its faculty to 
academic achievement. I am very proud of the winners,  
and I congratulate and commend them for their successes 
and accomplishments.”

USD STUDENTS 
AWARDED

SCHOLARSHIPS
THREE 

Holly Baker, Lucia Carlson, Breanna Helland
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NEW FACES

Tracelyn Gesteland and Sarah Sik are the recipients  
of the 2015 Belbas-Larson Awards for Excellence 
in Teaching at the University of South Dakota, 
the highest honor USD bestows upon its 
educators. The awards come with a $5,000 
tribute, framed certificated and commemorative 
medal for each recipient. 
 Gesteland, D.M.A., associate professor of 
music, was honored in the tenured category. 
She teaches Applied Voice, Vocal Pedagogy, and 
Diction, while also directing the USD Opera 
and holding the Walter A. and Lucy Yoshioka 
Buhler Endowed Chair. In addition to teaching, 
Gesteland maintains an active performing career 
as a professional singer, directs the South Dakota 
Vocal Arts Festival and serves as the district 
governor for the South Dakota district of the 
National Association of Teachers of Singing 
(NATS). She received her B.M. in Choral and 
General Music Education from the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point (1994), M.M. in Vocal Performance and Vocal 
Pedagogy from Roosevelt University (1999), and D.M.A. in 
Vocal Performance from the University of Houston (2007).
 “Teaching has always been my passion, so receiving such a 
prestigious award in recognition of my work with students means 

a great deal to me,” Gesteland stated. “I am grateful 
to have the opportunity to work with talented and 
dedicated students who inspire me to strive for 
excellence every day.”
     Sik, Ph.D., assistant professor of art, was honored 
in the tenure-track category. She teaches World Art 
II, 20th Century Art, Art Theory and Criticism, 
as well as a faculty-led program to New York City 
focused on historical and contemporary art. Her 
teaching interests include the history of fine arts, 
design, alternative media, aesthetics and critical 
theory, with her primary research emphasis being 
French and German fine art and design circa 1870–
1918. She received her B.A. in English and art history 
(2004), M.A. in art history (2006), and Ph.D. in art 
history (2010) from the University of Minnesota. 
     Sik said, “It has been my goal to stimulate 
intellectual dialogues that are challenging and 
critically engaging for USD students on campus as 

well as travel experiences to expand their horizons. This award is a 
wonderful affirmation of the value USD places on these efforts.” 
 The Belbas-Larson Awards were established by a 1956 
graduate of USD, Dean Belbas of Edina, Minn. and Sioux Falls, 
S.D., and his friends, Harold W. and Kathryn Larson of Bemidji, 
Minn. and Scottsdale, Ariz.

GESTELAnD, SIk HOnORED wITH 2015 BELBAS-LARSOn AwARDS

James Moran, Ph.D., provost and 
vice president for Academic Affairs, 
provides leadership for the academic 
mission of the university with a focus 
on student success and academic 
quality. Previously, Moran served 
as vice chancellor for academic and 
student affairs for the Pennsylvania 
State System of Higher Education 

and in various roles at Edinboro University, Oklahoma State 
University, Virginia Tech and the University of Oklahoma. 
Moran holds B.A. degrees in psychology and history from 
Duke University, an M.S. in psychology from the University 
of Oklahoma and a Ph.D. in family relations and child 
development from Oklahoma State University.

E. Lee Felder, vice president of 
Human Resources, was most recently 
director of human resources at the 
Bryan Independent School District in 
Bryan, Texas. Previous to that, Felder 
served as associate director of human 
resources, Mays Business School 
recruitment and retention program 
coordinator, lecturer and Reserve 

Officer Training Corps Veteran Training Officer at Texas 
A&M University. Felder spent 23 years with the Air Force as 
a director in human resources. He holds a bachelor of science 
degree in education from Texas A&M University and an M.S. 
degree in human resources management from Troy University.

AROUND CAMPUS

Tracelyn Gesteland

Sarah Sik

ADMINISTRATION
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CuTLER AwARDS PRESEnTED TO 
THREE ARTS & SCIEnCES FACuLTy
Three members of the USD College of Arts & Sciences faculty received 
the 2015 Richard and Sharon Cutler Faculty Awards in Liberal Arts, 
presented annually to faculty who advance liberal arts education 
through teaching and research over a three-year span. Each receives a 
$4,000 cash prize. 

Scott Pohlson has been named vice 
president of Enrollment, Marketing 
and University Relations. For the past 
two years, Pohlson was an executive 
consultant with Noel-Levitz, Inc. 
where he conducted custom financial 
aid consulting for more than a dozen 
clients. Prior to that, he was dean of 
enrollment at USD from 2010–2012, 

managing student recruitment while assisting USD’s efforts 
with the continued development of an effective financial aid 
and scholarship leveraging system. Pohlson’s M.B.A. is from 
Creighton University and his B.A. in business economics is 
from Coe College.

The new dean of the Beacom School of 
Business is Venky Venkatachalam, 
Ph.D. He formerly served as associate  
dean and professor at the Peter T. Paul 
College of Business and Economics at 
the University of New Hampshire, in 
addition to directing the Enterprise 
Integration Research Center at that 
university. He earned his bachelor’s 

degree in mechanical engineering from the University of 
Madras, India; his M.B.A. from the Indian Institute of 
Management Calcutta; and Ph.D. from the University  
of Alabama.

Jacob Kerby, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Biology
Mathematics/Natural Sciences Division

A member of the USD faculty since 
2008, Kerby teaches Introductory 
Biology, Ecology, Ecotoxicology and 
Disease Ecology as well as Foundations of 
Ecology and Proposal Writing graduate 
seminars. Kerby’s research focuses on the 
conservation of amphibian species and 
he is the lead coordinator of the Great 
Plains Chapter of FrogWatch USA, which 
trains citizens to recognize frog calls in 
order to identify species in a region. Kerby 
earned his Ph.D. from the University 
of California at Davis, his M.S. from 
California State University, Northridge 
and his B.S. from Pepperdine University.

Darlene Farabee, Ph.D.
Chair and Associate Professor of English
Humanities Division

This is the second Cutler Award for 
Farabee, who has taught courses on 
British literature, Shakespeare and  
drama at USD since 2008. Her  
research interests include early modern 
drama, early modern narratives of 
travel, and theories of movement and 
perception. She is also the project  
director for the USD campus March 
2016 exhibit of Shakespeare’s First  
Folio, the first complete collected 
edition of Shakespeare’s plays. Farabee 
earned her Ph.D. and M.A. from the 
University of Delaware and her B.A. 
from Temple University.

Timothy Schorn, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Political Science
Social Sciences Division

Schorn joined the USD faculty 20 
years ago and directs the International 
Studies Program. He regularly teaches 
Governments of the World, World 
Politics, Genocide in the Modern Era, 
Middle Eastern Politics and International 
Law. Schorn has also led 14 study trips 
with students to locations including 
Cuba, Israel and Turkey. Schorn received 
his Ph.D. and M.A. from the University 
of Notre Dame, his J.D. from Notre 
Dame Law School and his B.A. from 
Mount Marty College.

Jacob Kerby, Darlene Farabee and Timothy Schorn

BEACOM SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
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The reasons students choose to study abroad are as unique as 
each individual. Many know as early as high school they will 
embark upon that adventure; others don’t realize it until they  
are immersed in collegiate studies. 
 But all would agree that spending a semester, summer or 
break in a foreign country has changed them for the better, 
presenting them with opportunities to push their comfort  
zones and grow in many different ways, both personally  
and professionally.
 “I like to think study abroad is a powerful catalyst that  
sparks interest in new opportunities and drives self-exploration, 
while also fostering a deeper understanding of what it means 
to be a global citizen and interact with people who are different 
from you,” said Eric Leise, assistant director of USD’s Center for 
Academic & Global Engagement (CAGE). 
 In today’s global economy, it’s becoming more important for 
students to demonstrate they can work well with diverse groups 

of people, understand how global events shape the economy and 
succeed in taking on new challenges. Perhaps one of the biggest 
advantages of travel comes from being pulled out of “cultural 
bubbles,” strengthening a sense of connection with others, and 
deepening a realization that all humanity is interconnected. 
 Leise sees firsthand how traveling abroad enhances students’ 
perspectives. “Students mature tremendously during their time 
abroad, particularly if they choose a longer term program,” 
he said, “and I am almost always able to note a higher level of 
confidence they have, which often has the snowball effect of 
leading these students to more persistently explore new ways to 
creatively develop their talents, skills and abilities.”
Here, in their words, three USD alumni share triumphs and 
challenges of travel—and life—abroad serving with the Peace 
Corps. Though they may have divergent backgrounds, they 
share a common connection—powerful USD influences. 

As the preeminent international service 
organization of the United States, the 
Peace Corps sends Americans abroad 
to tackle the most pressing needs of 
people around the world. President 
John F. Kennedy established the 
Peace Corps in 1961 to foster a better 
understanding among Americans and 
people of other countries. Since then, 
more than 215,000 Americans of all ages 
have served in 139 countries worldwide.

Alumni Converge on Peace Corps Path
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 I have to give a lot of credit to Dr. Larry Bradley and Dr. 
Dona Davis in the anthropology department at USD. They 
inspired my love of world cultures and planted the seeds that 
would lead me to find a way to combine wanderlust with service. 
But it wasn’t until after graduate school and working for a bit 
that I finally decided to try. I knew if ever there was a time to 
go, that was it. If ever I was going to give something of myself, 
serve my country, make a difference, that was the time and Peace 
Corps was the way.
 I departed for Mongolia in June 2011. I started my Peace 
Corps journey as an English education volunteer. After three 
months of intensive language, culture and technical training 
while living with a host family in a small, rural village, I 
was assigned to a large complex school in the fourth largest 
city, Choibalsan, for my two years of service. There I worked 
with grades 5–11, team teaching English to students with a 
Mongolian counterpart. Peace Corps’ first goal is to build 
capacity, so building the skills of my counterparts was central to 
the sustainability goals of the program. We also participated in 
culture exchange, meeting Peace Corps’ second and third goals.  
I integrated into Mongolian culture, learned about its rich 
history, and participated in ceremonies, holidays, and built a 
strong network of friends. 
 My secondary work in Choibalsan focused on community 
health needs. As I built my network, members of the community 
would ask for assistance on various projects ranging from grant 
writing for a disabled children’s organization to working with a 
women’s organization on a women’s empowerment seminar.  
I also played and coached volleyball. 
 As I neared the end of my two years of amazing experiences 
in Choibalsan, I wasn’t ready to leave. I had more of myself to 
give, more skills to share. I extended for a third year, moved 
to the capital city of Ulaanbaatar, and took on two new roles: 
health volunteer and Peace Corps volunteer leader. As a health 
volunteer, I worked with the United Nations Population Fund 

on youth development initiatives aimed at promoting positive 
youth development and expanding comprehensive sexual and 
reproductive health education. I also worked on projects that 
led me to a remote northern part of Mongolia, accessible only 
by a five-hour horseback ride, to teach kids about hand-washing 
and tooth-brushing. As a Peace Corps volunteer leader, I worked 
closely with staff and volunteers providing peer support. 
 My third summer in Mongolia, I was offered the unique 
opportunity to work as the deputy training manager for the 
incoming cohort of volunteers.
 I made lasting friendships and built such strong bonds 
with the wonderfully kind and generous people of Mongolia. 
Everywhere I went, I was welcomed with tea and snacks, or even 
a full hot meal. The overwhelming hospitality of Mongolians 
made me feel at ease right from the start. I was, and continue 
to be, profoundly impacted by my personal experiences and 
relationships with my Mongolian friends.
 One of my proudest achievements was founding the  
Peace Corps Mongolia LGBT task force, together with two  
other volunteers. We worked with the LGBT Centre, a 
Mongolian NGO, to develop trainings and resources that  
could be incorporated into volunteers’ work on diversity in  
their local communities. 
 I am currently a recruiter for the Peace Corps and am looking 
forward to continuing this exciting work, sharing my stories  
of service and inspiring others to apply. In the fall, I will attend 
the University of Minnesota to pursue a Master of Public  
Health degree. 
 Peace Corps service is the experience of a lifetime. Sharing 
your skills to develop the capacity of others is highly rewarding 
work. And the skills you gain will launch your career, whether 
you choose to take advantage of the exclusive graduate school 
fellowships or federal hiring benefits after completing service, or 
enter the private sector.

“Serving in the Peace Corps was not only highly rewarding, but gave  
  me global job skills and experiences I never dreamed I would have.”

Krista Mastel ’05
MONGOLIA
Forest Lake, Minn. native  
Krista Mastel earned a B.S. in  
anthropology in December 2005.

Alumni Converge on Peace Corps Path
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Most of my influence to join the Peace Corps came from friends 
and USD community members. Specifically, Dr. Kim Grieve 
[VP/dean of student services] was a huge influence. She has 
been a role model and friend of mine. I remember when I first 
found out about Tanzania she had so much insight to provide 
for me! Also, Mary Pat Bierle [political science instructor] 
probably doesn’t remember it, but my freshman year she said to 
me “DJ, you are going to be a leader on this campus” and that 
one statement pushed me to do the best in what I was passionate 
about. Public service has always been huge for me. That 
statement pushed me, not only at the university level  
but afterwards.
 My first few weeks in Tanzania with my host family I spent a 
lot of time studying and trying to grasp the language. I looked at 
my two little brothers and said, “Unanifundisha Kiswahili,” or 
“You teach me Swahili” after failing several times to remember 
a few words. One of my brothers looked at me and said, “Na 
unanifundisha kiingariza” or “And you teach me English.” It was 
just heartwarming that they would sit by me, for hours, as I tried 
to learn this new language. Instead of being frustrated at my 
pace, they were ready to learn from me just as much as they had 
been teaching me. It was definitely one of my most memorable 
moments so far in Tanzania.
 The first two months I trained 8 a.m.–5 p.m. six days a week. 
This training consisted of four days of language training. I’m 
learning Kiswahili slowly, but after two months of training I 

feel fairly comfortable. The other two days were technical work 
learning about the health care needs of Tanzania and different 
projects I could do. During these two months, I lived with my 
host family which consisted of my Mama, Baba (father), Bibi 
(grandmother), Dada wawili (two sisters), na Kaka watatu (three 
brothers). They are incredibly patient and friendly people, and I 
look forward to staying in touch with them in the future.
 I am still learning how to be on my own in the village and 
working with members in my community. After my first three 
months at site (in July 2015) I will be able to start writing grants 
and creating projects in my community. I am really excited to 
start a Zinduka project, which combines sports and education 
to teach about HIV/AIDS. The classroom setting in Tanzania 
is very formal, and doing something like combining soccer with 
education is great for the kids.
 I am currently a health volunteer in Tanzania, stationed in 
the region of Iringa. My primary work is to focus on HIV/
AIDS, malaria and food and water security. Right now, and for 
the next three months, I will be working extensively with my 
community to determine the needs and where as a team we can 
focus on sustainable development in those areas. Past volunteers 
in my village have created water wells or done animal husbandry 
projects, such as the last volunteer, who received 17 milk goats 
for people in the community with HIV/AIDS.
 Tanzania is a beautiful country with the friendliest people. 
They are eager to be a part of the Peace Corps program just as 
much as volunteers are eager to be a part of the community. 
I love that I was invited as a health volunteer. I expected to 
be education, as my health background is not as broad as my 
English background, but it has been nothing short of fantastic 
every step of the way.
 After I serve my two years, I am considering extending for a 
third year. When done with that I would love to get my Master 
of Public Policy or Public Administration (or both) and then do 
some government or public service work.
 Being far from home is a challenge. My family and friends 
have been my biggest supporters for as long as I can remember. 
Having to start over and create those ties again is much more 
difficult in a new environment. The language is a challenge, but 
one I look forward to every day. Cooking for myself after living 
on USD’s campus for four years has also been a challenge. Every 
challenge is an opportunity that I look forward to. Challenges 
help you grow as a person!

“Being a volunteer has solidified  
my passion for public service.”

On average, 200 USD students study abroad each year  

through the Center for Academic & Global Engagement  

(CAGE), including global internships programs, international  

AWOL (service learning) and Faculty Led Programs (FLPs).

DJ Smith ’14
TANZANIA
Dennis (DJ) Smith graduated from USD  
in 2014 with a bachelor of science in  
political science and English. The Mitchell, S.D.,  
native has called Tanzania home since February 2015. 
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“I love studying the world and working  
  with people from other countries.”

I am from a missionary family and have traveled my whole life, 
growing up in Mozambique and Zimbabwe. But my home is in 
South Dakota, where my father’s family is from. 
 I’m proud to be a part of the first Peace Corps program in 
Kosovo, southeastern Europe. I arrived in Kosovo in June 2014, 
and after completing three months of intensive training, swore 
in as a Peace Corps Volunteer in August. My work in Kosovo 

consists primarily of improving English language instruction 
at the local elementary school by closely partnering with a local 
English teacher.
 For many Peace Corps volunteers, learning the native 
language can be a barrier. But for me, patience is a challenge. 
Some cultural differences have been hard for me. Americans 
want things fast. What matters most here are relationships. Being 
on time does not matter, which is very hard for me. If it were up 
to me everyone would be in the class ready to learn two minutes 
early. Thankfully, I am partnered with a woman who wants to 
be different from the cultural norm. 
 Nutrition is the other thing that has been difficult. I prefer to 
eat healthily, and fresh produce is sometimes hard to find. But as 
a Peace Corps volunteer, you have to adjust to wherever you are. 
 While I was a USD student, I took a very important trip, to 
Turkey for two weeks. I went with my brother, Micah, who is 

currently a USD student. Tim Schorn [political science] took 
a group of students. We decided that since we were already in 
Europe we’d travel throughout the country. We both had two 
separate friends who were Peace Corps volunteers in Ukraine, 
so after our school trip to Turkey, without knowing a word of 
Ukrainian, we went to Kiev, Ukraine, traveling by a rickety, 
dangerous train. We made friends, had a blast and stayed with 
Micah’s friend Ryan in a small village in middle of nowhere  
in Western Ukraine. 
 After that, we went to Odessa, Ukraine, along the Black Sea. 
We met my friend Adam, who was on vacation from the Peace 
Corps. This was very important to me because I got to see how a 
Peace Corps volunteer lived. I saw the school, met a host family, 
and got to see firsthand the life of a Peace Corps volunteer. I was 
so impressed by Ryan’s fluency in Ukrainian. I couldn’t believe a 
small-town South Dakotan could speak Ukrainian so fluently.
 Then in spring 2012 I took another trip, this time with Tony 
Molina [former political science professor] as a traveling assistant, 
helping him with the trip itinerary, routes and meeting with 
people. I also tutored the USD students in the Italian language 
before we left so that they knew a few phrases in Italian. Tony 
Molina was the best influence on me while I was at USD. I 
took his research methods class. I’m not a math person, but I 
loved that class. It made sense and was applicable to what I was 
interested in. Tony made class interesting and fun, and he really 
cared about students.
 On a typical day in Kosovo, I wake up, do some computer 
work and then go to school. I greet professors and students as 
they get to school, and then I meet my counterpart. I have one 
partner for two years, a woman who is fluent in Albanian. My 
main role is to assist her to become a better English instructor, so 
we teach classes together. I’m allowed to only teach with her—
not alone—because it’s more sustainable for her in the longterm.  
 I’ve had lots of wonderful experiences here. One of the most 
touching happened one day after my host family and I went into 
the mountains, near Gjeravica, the highest point in Kosovo, for 
a hike and a picnic. On our way back home, we got into our 
borrowed pickup, but before long stopped on the side of the road. 
My host dad took out a shovel, and started digging to uproot 
two small trees and tossed them in the back of the truck. I came 
home later to find that he had planted the two little pine trees in 
the yard. One, the larger tree of the two, was planted near the 
entrance to the property; the other, further back, was planted in 
front of the balcony of my bedroom. I’ll be able to see it every 
day for the next two years, as I come home, as I look out the 
window, as I sit on my balcony and drink tea. My host dad  
told me, “Ajo quhet Analena!” or “I named it Anna Lena!”  
I was so touched.

Anna Wonnenberg ’12
KOSOVO
Wonnenberg completed her master’s  
degree at USD in political science and 
international relations in 2012. 
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Robert Legvold’s father thought his son needed a fallback. To temper his 
doubts as to whether or not Robert would get into a good law school, he 
encouraged his son take shorthand and typing in high school — just in case.
 Little did he know his good intentions were unwarranted. Legvold, a 1962 
University of South Dakota graduate, is a now a premier Sovietologist in the 
United States with a career spanning more than 50 years. 
 “He meant well. And those skills came in handy when I got a job in the 
dean’s office. But at USD, my first aspiration was getting into the Foreign 
Service,” Legvold said. 
 The Sioux Falls native actually began his academic career at the University 
of Chicago. After a year, though, Legvold transferred to USD to find a degree 
of “community” he said he could not find in Illinois.
 “[The University of Chicago] really wasn’t my cup of tea,” Legvold said.  
“I felt more comfortable with what I assumed would be life and studies at 
South Dakota. So I came back for my last three years—and I was right.” 
 Legvold said he lived a “split life” as a student because he was married and 
had a daughter by his junior year. But that did not keep him from getting 
involved in student life. By his senior year, Legvold was elected to student 
body president. 
 “I wasn’t a typical college boy,” he said. “When I ran for president that 
senior year, it wasn’t because I was heavily involved with fraternity or student 
life. I must have done enough that people knew about me, and I could 
plausibly run for this post.” 
 Legvold’s election to student body president was not a surprise for his wife, 
Gloria, who is a fellow South Dakotan and 1962 USD graduate. Since they 
first started to “go together” in high school, she said her husband did not shy 
away from leadership positions. 
 As a young family in Vermillion living in married housing on campus, 
Gloria said they found a “real community” at USD. More than 55 years  
of marriage later, Gloria said she and her husband feel great loyalty to  
South Dakota. 

       Sovietologist, ’62 graduate boasts career that    
bridges the fall of the USSR to the ‘new Cold War’ 

By Timothy Schorn and Megan Card ’15

Robert Legvold

Alumnus Leads Soviet  
and Post-Soviet Studies



At right, Legvold (right) after a 
lunch with Sergei Martynov, the 
former Belarusan foreign minister.Alumnus Leads Soviet  

and Post-Soviet Studies
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 “I was raised in South Dakota, and there is an openness and 
inclusiveness that I remember from living in the Midwest,” 
Gloria said. 
 Aside from atmosphere created by students at USD, there 
were three professors in particular that left a significant impact 
on the ‘62 alumnus. The first was Richard Luman from the 
Department of History. It was his “intellectual excellence” seen 
in the classroom and over chicken pot pie luncheons in  
his kitchen apartment that left Legvold with a deep regard for 
the man.
 “For a number of years, I kept one of the first blue books I got 
back from him. In fact, there was more red writing on it than I 
had written in blue to begin with,” he said. 
 His mentors also included William “Doc” Farber. Legvold 
encountered Farber his junior and senior years in what could be 
justifiably regarded as difficult courses. Legvold said it was clear 
that Farber meant a great deal to the students that he taught and 
mentored, and he said “your relationship with Farber was 80 
percent outside the classroom.” 
 Glen Driscoll, a professor of European history, was the “finest 
teacher I’ve ever seen,” according to Legvold. He would begin 
each class by having the students pose questions and would then 
use those questions to weave an integral and coherent lecture— 
a teaching style that Legvold said was challenging but incredibly 
engaging for the students. 
 “I’ve been in classrooms, whether in front of them or as a 
student, and I’ve seen applause at the end of the course to say 
thank you,” Legvold said. “Not only was there applause at the 
end of his course, but three girls in the class were actually crying, 
or really weeping, because the class was over.̀ ” 
 The professors Legvold encountered on USD’s campus would 
help to propel him to become one of the leading Sovietologists of 
his time. Initially, he had aspired to join the Foreign Service, but 
ultimately chose the study of public policy. 
 After reading an article in The New York Times Magazine 
about Marshall Shulman, a well-known Soviet scholar at Tufts 
University’s Fletcher School, Legvold decided to pursue further 
study under Shulman. He received his Ph.D. from the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy in 1967. 
 He continued his work in Soviet studies as a faculty member 
in the Department of Political Science at Tufts University for 
nearly a decade. Legvold then served for six years as senior fellow 
and director of the Soviet Studies Project at the Council on 
Foreign Relations in New York. 
 The fall of the Soviet Union was the most astounding mid-
career challenge Legvold faced as director of the Harriman 
Institute at Columbia University, a post he held from 1986 
to 1992. He, and the Harriman Institute, needed to answer 

some important questions about the direction for the future. 
How should Columbia University and the Harriman Institute 
proceed? Should the Institute become a Russian institute or an 
area institute? 
 Rather than a single country, though not monolithic or 
homogenous by any means, scholars of the former Soviet Union 
were confronted with 16 independent countries with their own 
interests and identities. No longer would Moscow be exclusively 
calling the shots, Legvold said. No longer would Russian  
be the language of government, culture and education.  
And no longer would history be written by the Kremlin.  
Each of the new countries would be rediscovering their own  
past, resurrecting their own languages and promoting their  
own cultures. 
 Marshall Shulman jokingly commented to Legvold, his 
successor at the Harriman Institute, that “when I turned  
the Institute over to Legvold it was intact, and then it all  
fell apart.” Legvold said four years earlier, all of this would  
have been completely unexpected. While he was surprised by  
the developments, he found them both interesting and a  
bit frustrating. 
 Student interest and public attention both would drop 
after the collapse of the USSR. But this did not keep the USD 
alumnus from continuing projects and analysis on the Soviet 
Union’s history and politics. 

 That includes coming to terms with the current status of  
U.S.–Russian relations. Unlike the original Cold War, Legvold 
said he feels sometimes he needs to pinch himself in the morning 
as a reminder of the current tension building between the  
two superpowers. 
 “From my point of view, it makes no sense why we are here. 
Because of that, I feel a little like somebody from Mars who’s 
standing outside this watching it,” Legvold said. 
 But this bewilderment will not stop him from continuing  
his work as a Soviet scholar. Legvold will have a new book 
coming out soon discussing “a new Cold War.” While he does 
not see the disagreements between the United States and Russia 
today reaching the level they did during the previous century,  
he said there are significant similarities between the old and  
new Cold War. 



 He will also continue as a contributor for “Foreign Affairs,”  
a multiplatform media organization that is a leading forum  
for serious discussion of American foreign policy and global 
affairs. In a recent article, Legvold advised that “Moscow  
and Washington must focus on making the new Cold War 
as short and as shallow as possible.” He suggested a broader 
perspective when viewing U.S.–Russia relations, a necessary 
long-term approach. 
 That does not mean to him, however, that the U.S. not 
respond to what has happened in Ukraine. The new conflict has 
resulted in Congress, the media, even specialists, refighting or 
returning to the Cold War, he said.
 Legvold said he is once again seeing institutions focusing on 
Russia. Even USD has reintroduced the Russian language to the 
foreign language curriculum.
 While the Soviet scholar does not mind seeing increased 
interest in his field, he worries that the commentary created 
by politicians, the media and others has already resulted in 
formidable consequences. 
 “The price we’re going to pay now for what’s going on 
between the U.S., Russian relations, even if the Ukrainian crisis 
went away tomorrow, the damage is large and lasting,” he said. 

 For now, the Marshall D. Shulman Professor Emeritus of 
Post-Soviet Foreign Policy will continue some degree of his work, 
even in retirement. He has already agreed to lead a project at the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences on the new relationship 
between Russia and the United States. He will also continue 
to review books over Russia and the former Soviet Union for 
“Foreign Affairs.”
 His legacy in Soviet and post-Soviet studies remains  
well-respected by academics internationally and right in  
South Dakota. Dr. William Prigge, chair of South Dakota State 
University’s department of history who specializes in modern 
European history and the Soviet Union, said Legvold and his 
work is clearly significant in the field. 
 For those who know him less as Dr. Robert Legvold and more 
as “Bob the handyman,” Legvold is one USD graduate who 
continues to blaze a trail in his field while balancing his own 
South Dakota sensibilities. 
 “He has always had an outward appearance that’s very serious 
and intelligent, but I know him as the funny guy,” Gloria said. 
“He has a highly professional persona that includes a suit and 
tie, but around the house, he’s in his jeans and flannel shirts—
building and fixing anything and everything.”

In-State Tuition for Out-of-State Coyotes

Qualification is simple: incoming freshmen or 
transfer students can pay the in-state tuition rate 
if a parent or legal guardian received a degree 
from USD, making a world-class education even 
more affordable.

See www.usd.edu/admissions/child-of-alumni 
for further details.

Children of USD alumni can now attend 
the university for in-state tuition, 
even if they don’t live in South Dakota. 

http://www.usd.edu/admissions/child-of-alumni
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 You know who’d second the notion? Breanna Helland, a May 2015 
graduate of the University of South Dakota (criminal justice/political 
science major; Spanish minor).   
 Growing up on a farm in Frederick, S.D., she says, “I was always 
interested in travel, but never had the chance.” As a freshman, she 
embarked on a 10-day USD faculty-led tour to Italy and she’s left her 
home country every year since—five weeks in Spain, with side-trips 
to France and Germany, then Turkey and Guatemala.
 “You push yourself, stretch yourself when you get out of the 
classroom,” she says. “I grew in ways I never had before.”
 Tim Schorn knows those words to be true. The USD associate 
professor of international studies has, over the past decade or so, 
led 14 USD trips abroad, including Turkey, Israel and Palestine—
areas from which the news tends to focus on conflict. Visiting those 
countries offers a broader view. “Students step beyond the television 
screen and into the lives of regular people going through their regular 
day,” Schorn says.
 “Travel has had a profound impact on how I think about things 
and see things,” Helland says, especially the 2015 AWOL (USD’s 

“Travel is more than the seeing of 
sights; it is a change that goes on, 
deep and permanent, in the ideas 
of living.” 

—Mary Ritter Beard,
       American historian

“One’s destination is never a place, but a new way 
of seeing things.”

—Henry Miller, American writer

TRAVEL  
OPENS  

From South Dakota to South Korea:  
Breanna Helland ‘15 has made foreign travel a 
priority during each of her four years at USD. 
Souvenirs from those trips are displayed in her 
room. Helland will soon depart for South Korea 
to teach English for the 2015–16 academic year 
through the Fulbright U.S. Student Program.

a World Beyond  
the  

Television Screen
By Betsy Rice
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Alternative Week of Off-campus Learning) trip to Guatemala. 
She and a dozen or so USD students built a home for a  
local family. “That culture was so different,” she says.  
“The people clearly have very little and yet they’re so happy  
and appreciative.
 “I eat because I want to eat,” she says, “they eat to sustain 
themselves. Being there for a week has changed how I buy 
groceries. I buy food I need, and I try to use it better.”
 After participating in AWOL as a student, Tyler Miller ’11 
joined Casas for Cristo, which builds houses for families in 
need. He worked with Helland’s AWOL group and agrees such 
experiences can be eye-opening. “There’s so much to discover 
and experience—those life lessons you don’t find in the 
classroom,” he says. “Most who come here leave thinking the 
family did more for them.” 
 Travel definitely expands a person’s worldview, says Nancy 
Gallagher ’77. “Things are very different in different cultures 
and it’s all a joy!” she says. It was in 1985 that Gallagher made 
her first trip out of this country to Brussels, Belgium. Her 
husband, Tom Gallagher ’76, had been selected to participate 
in a five-week study program as a guest of the European Union. 
While his travel expenses and per diem were covered, hers 
were not. Nevertheless, they made traveling together a priority 
and extended their trip to the United Kingdom, France, Italy 
and Czechoslovakia. “We never ate out the whole year before, 
saving for it,” she says. 
 That was just the beginning for the couple, who divide their 
time between Naples, Fla. and Lead, S.D., and continue to 
travel the world—a learning experience they’re paying forward 

through their International Opportunity Fund endowment. 
“As two South Dakota kids who have loved going abroad, we 
love opening that opportunity to other South Dakota kids,” 
Nancy says. “We hope others will be interested in funding 
travel abroad.
 “Education takes place in the classroom and as you travel.” 
 Matt Moen, dean of the College of Arts & Sciences, which 
administers the fund, agrees. “Foreign travel widens horizons 
and that’s the purpose of the university education,” he explains. 
“It’s a great way of opening the world to our students.”
 The real world. “We tell students in class to take off their 
American hat and view things through the lens of other people. 
It’s easier to do that abroad,” Schorn explains.
 Helland agrees. “It’s getting out and living beyond the 
textbook and professor,” she says. It’s leaving the familiar for 
the unknown. “Prior to that first trip to Italy, I was so scared  
on my way to the airport. 
 “Coming back, I thought, ‘I’ve got this!’ I was confident.”
 That’s exactly what the Gallaghers hope the International 
Opportunity Fund will accomplish. “It’s a really great 
education for kids. People in other countries know so much 
more about the U.S. than we do about them.” 
 “Foreign travel has been one of the best things about 
college,” Helland says. “I’ve learned to love the world more.”
 And she’s discovered something else. “I love being abroad.  
I love traveling, but that’s also how I know I want to be here. 
Travel makes me appreciate the beauty of South Dakota.  
I want to go away, but I know I’ll come home again.”

Tim Schorn Tyler Miller Nancy Gallagher Matt Moen

“Why do you go away? So that you can see the place  
you came from with new eyes and extra colors.”

—Terry Pratchett, English writer
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The University of South Dakota Sanford School of Medicine 

(SSOM) is moving onward in providing high quality, accessible 

medical education to benefit South Dakota and the region. 

 Onward: The Campaign 

for South Dakota, the USD 

Foundation’s $250 million 

fundraising effort, is creating 

opportunity through scholarships, 

faculty support and new and 

renovated facilities. “The campaign 

is quite simply an expression 

of unapologetic pride in the 

university,” said Steve Brown, 

foundation CEO and president. “Donors to the medical school 

are helping to lead the way.”

 A recently completed Sanford School of Medicine challenge 

grant to enhance student scholarship offerings and expand 

resources for faculty development doubled the $1.5 million 

raised to $3 million. With all contributions of $25,000 and 

more matched dollar for dollar,  

23 new scholarships and three new 

faculty endowments were created.  

       Mary Nettleman, M.D., dean 

of the Sanford School of Medicine, 

expressed gratitude. “Scholarship 

support helps with the cost of 

medical school while sending a 

message to our students that our 

alumni and friends care about their 

future success.”

 Significant gifts from three distinguished late faculty 

members will assist the school to attract and retain talented 

leaders to carry on their legacy. 

 The first endowed chair in the Sanford School of 

Medicine’s history was established with a gift from Margaret 

Wegner ’53, ’85 and the estate of Dr. Karl Wegner. He is 

credited with securing the legislative support that in 1974 

transformed South Dakota’s two-year medical school into a 

degree-granting four-year institution. The first recipient is 

reproductive endocrinologist Dr. Keith Hansen, chair of the 

SSOM Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

 A second faculty chair has been created as the result of a 

generous gift by Elizabeth and Dr. Charley Gutch. He was 

associate dean of the USD School of Medicine from 1983–88. 

Dr. Tim Ridgway, dean of clinical faculty and associate 

professor in the SSOM Department of Internal Medicine, is 

the inaugural recipient of that award. 

 Dr. John C. Sall ’77 made a commitment through his  

estate to establish the professorship in medicine that bears his 

name. It, too, is the first in the school’s history. Dr. Jerome 

Freeman ’84, professor and chair of the medical school’s 

Department of Neurosciences, is the recipient.

 “The campaign provided an opportunity for an 

extraordinary partnership with our graduates and friends,” 

Nettleman said. “Donors’ enduring commitment creates a 

legacy within the school and allows continuation of our work 

to create extraordinary physicians.”

 Those wishing to learn more or participate in the  

Sanford School of Medicine’s Onward campaign may contact 

Edd Storey at 605-357-1301 or Edd.Storey@usd.edu. 

Sanford School of Medicine  
Moving South Dakota Onward

Steve Brown

Mary Nettleman

The USD Foundation Sioux Falls office is moving!

JOIN US FOR AN

OPEN HOUSE
JULY 23  |  5 – 7 P.M.

As of July 1, the office will be at 101 S. Phillips Ave. (former CNA building), Suite 508.

mailto:Edd.Storey@usd.edu
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ATHLETICS

The South Dakota women’s basketball program took another 
big step forward under third-year head coach Amy Williams. 
The Coyotes won 26 games—third most in program history— 
and captured the program’s first regular season Summit League 
Championship, ending South Dakota State’s three-year reign.
 South Dakota’s starting five were all in their third seasons 
under Williams’ tutelage and it showed. The Coyotes preached 
defense while running opponents out of the gym with their 
offense. South Dakota averaged 77 points per game, 12th-best in 
Division I, and beat teams by an average of 15 points.
 Leading the way were senior guards Nicole Seekamp and 
Raeshel Contreras, first-team All-Summit League performers 
who took turns carrying the load. Seekamp led the Summit in 
steals and assists while ranking fourth in scoring at 15.6 points 
a contest. Contreras buried a league-best 86 triples and also 
averaged 15 points.
 Two of South Dakota’s three non-conference losses were on 
the road at Kansas and Washington during the first week of the 
season. No one beat South Dakota in the Dome (15-0) and the 
Coyotes finished 13-3 in Summit League play.
 Seekamp shined in three games at the Summit League 
Tournament in Sioux Falls and was named Tournament  
MVP for the second time in three years. Ironically, those  
MVPs both came with runner-up finishes. South Dakota made 
just four of 30 shots in the first half of the championship game, 
effectively ending the team’s dreams of returning to the  
NCAA Tournament.

 Another home game and a 10-point win against Creighton in 
the first round of the WNIT served as a reward for the Coyotes 
and their fans for a season well done. Travel issues within the 
WNIT Tournament forced South Dakota to take to the road in 
round two and a one-point loss at Northern Colorado served as 
the finale. USD finished 26-8.

Another Milestone for Women’s Basketball

Seekamp to Return
Nearly one month after conclusion of the season, the team 
learned that Seekamp would get a “do over” of sorts on her 
senior year. As a result of participating in organized amateur 
competition in Australia following her high school graduation, 
Seekamp was originally charged with the loss of one season 
of intercollegiate competition. The NCAA granted Seekamp 
a fourth year of eligibility provided she serve a two-game 
withholding at the beginning of the 2015–16 season, the  
result of an approved waiver submitted by USD. 
 “I’m ecstatic that I have been given the opportunity to 
compete with this group of girls,” said Seekamp. “I’m looking 
forward to improving my game and continuing my education  
at USD.”
 Seekamp’s return means eight of 10 players will be back  
for Williams next season. The addition of two transfers who 
have already been with the program for a year and a talented 
group of incoming players means there’s plenty more to  
come in the way of Coyote women’s basketball.

Nicole Seekamp
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Basketball Builds 
Momentum 
under Smith
New Head Men’s Basketball Coach Craig Smith effectively used 
an undersized lineup to create matchup problems and steal road 
wins during a 17-16 inaugural campaign with the Coyotes. It was 
the program’s first winning season in four years. South Dakota 
beat every Summit League team to turn in a 9-7 league mark 
and scored its first Summit League Tournament victory in  
Sioux Falls.
 Smith added 6-foot-5 junior transfer Tre Burnette (Williston 
State) and 6-foot-10 senior transfer James Hunter (Washington 
State) to a guard-laden starting lineup. Despite the lack of height, 
the Coyotes led the Summit in offensive rebounds and still 
snagged more boards than their opponents.
 Much of that success was due to the emergence of senior 
Tyler Larson, who became the first guard in Summit League 
history to win a rebounding title (7.8 rpg). Larson went from 
defensive stopper off the bench to first-team all-Summit League 
performer in one season. He led the team in scoring at 14.4 
points a contest and led the league with 11 double-doubles.
 South Dakota lost its first five games and was 3-8 with three 
overtime losses by mid-December. Two wins in the Dome during 
a three-game streak got the Coyotes going, but winning on the 
road became the mantra. USD beat preseason favorites Denver 
and Fort Wayne near the start of league play away and downed 
defending champion North Dakota State at home to start 3-1 in 
Summit play.
 “We went from California to Connecticut and back to 
California on road trips at the start of the year,” said Smith. “We 
were on the road so much that it became more comfortable for us 
to play away from the Dome than inside it.”

 The Coyotes won five of eight road trips in Summit play 
and finished 8-7 in true road games. South Dakota was the only 
Summit team with a winning road mark, and the team’s eight 
victories ranked amongst the highest in the nation.
 South Dakota won seven of its final 10 games, including 
an 80-64 drubbing of South Dakota State at home on Senior 
Day. The Coyotes earned the four seed at the Summit League 
Tournament, where they got a career night from senior star 
Brandon Bos to advance past Fort Wayne. Bos was perfect from 
the field in a 19-point first half en route to a career-best 29-point 
performance. Bos would finish a fine four-year career with 1,200 
points—25th most in program history.
 Smith was one of 10 finalists for the Joe B. Hall Award, 
presented annually to the top first-year coach at the Division I 
level. For an encore, he will need to replace nearly 50 percent of 
his points and 40 percent of his rebounds from this past season. 
Rest assured, help (and height) is on the way and the Coyotes 
will be ready to attack come November.

This picture captured from the top of 
Coyote Village in mid-April shows the 
first walls going up and the first steel 
beams put in place as work continues 
on the new arena. The new facility 
will be ready ahead of the 2016–17 
academic year.

New Arena Progress
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hat could be better than traveling  
through the homelands of many of the 

greatest musical minds the world has ever 
known? Traveling and performing the works of  

these great composers in the venues for which they were 
written. This is exactly what the University of South Dakota 
Chamber Singers and a party of alumni travelers did during 
spring break 2015. 
 On March 6, the ensemble began their European 
adventure, arriving in Leipzig for a two-night stay. There, 
the singers walked in the footsteps of Mendelssohn and J.S. 
Bach, performing works by both composers for a service at 
Nikolaikirche, a church where Bach worked as a composer and 
organist. After a tour of the city, which included a stop at the 
church in which Bach is buried, the choir was off to its first full 
concert performance at St. Lukaskirche, an old “state church” 
from the Communist era. The choir sang to a very enthusiastic 
audience that welcomed them with open arms. 
 On March 9, the tour party began their journey to  
Austria, passing through the Czech Republic and exploring  
the beautiful city of Prague and historic Prague Castle. The 
group then made its way to Vienna for a three-night stay in  
the charming wine village of Mödling.
 Over the next two days, the Chamber Singers walked 
through music history, visiting the homes and other important 
sites of composers like Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven and 
Strauss. While sightseeing did provide numerous educational 
opportunities, the choir also had the opportunity to perform 
at several venues in this historic city, both planned and 
impromptu. The first was at the Piaristen School, a private 
school of Austrian 11–17 year olds who both listened to the 
ensemble and performed their own music. 
 That evening, the choir presented a formal concert for 
nearly 300 at St. Stephen’s Cathedral, an iconic structure in 
the center of Vienna where Mozart’s funeral was held. While 
singing at this cathedral was certainly a highlight of the tour, 
perhaps more memorable was the quick performance of the 
spiritual “I Don’ Feel No Ways Tired” in front of the church 

to promote the evening’s concert. After the song ended, wild 
applause ensued, with the crowd eager to take pictures and 
meet the singers.
 The next day, the group traveled to Eisenstadt where they 
had a chance to perform, informally, in the concert hall where 
so many of the works of F.J. Haydn were first performed. Later, 
in Hainburg, the Chamber Singers presented a formal concert, 
which was again met with a large and enthusiastic audience 
that would not let the evening end without four standing 
ovations and three encores. 
 Leaving Vienna behind, the traveling party transferred 
to the Salzburg area, but not before a stop at the St. Florian 
Abbey. While touring the Abbey, the choir visited the grave  
of Anton Bruckner, directly below the church organ now 
known as the “Bruckner organ.” The choir then moved to  
the sanctuary where they presented three selections, including 
a Bruckner piece entitled “Locus Este.” By the time they 
concluded their three-song concert with the ensemble’s 
signature selection, “O Day Full of Grace,” there was barely  
a dry eye in the room. 
 As the choir made its way to Salzburg, there was one more 
stop that brought the sound of music to life, literally. The 
motor coaches pulled into the small town of Mondsee where in 
the center of town sat the church in which the wedding scene 
from The Sound of Music was filmed. The choir visited the 
cathedral in Salzburg where Mozart was baptized and whose 
baptismal font is still in use today. While at the church, the 
choir sang a Mozart piece arranged for vocalists by Chamber 
Singers member Hannah Lambertz. The formal concert in 
Salzburg was at the Kollegienkirche, a venue which made a 
glorious ring for the choir’s slow, sustained repertoire. 
 The concert brought to a close the USD Chamber Singers’ 
first European excursion in 10 years. Each student walked 
away from the week with differing moments that inspired 
and educated, but every person who journeyed through these 
countries together developed an emotional bond that only 
comes from traveling with a family that is the University of 
South Dakota Chamber Singers.

uSD CHAmBER SInGERS COmPLETE ‘SOunD OF muSIC’ TOuR
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August Rysavy ’57 B.S.B.A., 
Brandon, S.D., grew the 37' blue 
spruce for the 2014 Christmas at  
the Capitol in Pierre, S.D. 

James Tays ’54 B.S. Ed.,  
Hot Springs, S.D., was inducted 
into the South Dakota High School 
Basketball Hall of Fame.

 

James Dyer ’64 B.S.B.A., Scottsdale, 
Ariz.,was inducted into the South 
Dakota High School Basketball Hall 
of Fame. 

Kenneth Pickering ’63 B.S. Ed., 
’69 M.A., Pierre, S.D., received the 
2014 National Federation of State 
High School Associations National 
Citation for Speech Award.

Milo Winter ’63 M.M., Rapid City, 
S.D., was honored with the 2015 
Arts & Living Indian Treasure Award. 

Gregory Yates ’69 B.A., ’72 J.D., 
Encino, Calif., helped South Dakota 
tribes recover more than $100 
million in mismanaged funds.

Leanne (Johnson) Austin ’75 B.S. 
Ed., Centerville, S.D., received the 
Teacher of the Year Award from the 
South Dakota VFW. 

Gene Burrish ’74 B.S., ’78 B.S.M.D., 
Sioux Falls, S.D., received the 2014 
Excellence in Teaching Award from 
the Center for Family Medicine. 

Richard Casey ’74 B.A., ’77 J.D., 
Sioux Falls, S.D., is the senior trial 
attorney for the state’s attorney to 

handle child abuse and  
neglect cases.

William Peterson ’73 B.A.,  
Sioux Falls, S.D., was named to the 
Sioux Falls Boomer List.

David Schwartz ’78 J.D., Verona, 
Wis., was named a member of the 
Top 100 Trial Lawyers in Wisconsin. 

Jeanne (Forrette) Sinclair ’78  
B.S. Ed., Milbank, S.D., retired  
after a 37-year career coaching 
Bulldog gymnasts.

Jerome Bentz ’80 M.A., Platte, 
S.D., was named 2015 Family Doctor 
of the Year by the South Dakota 
Academy of Family Physicians.

James Daane ’82 B.S.B.A., ’85 
J.D., Sioux City, Iowa, was elected 
president of the Iowa Association 
for Justice.

John Egge ’80 B.S., ’85 M.A., 
Minnetonka, Minn., accepted a 
position as technical sales specialist 
for Kolberg-Pioneer in Yankton, S.D. 

Darren Ennis ’86 B.S.B.A., 
Minneapolis, Minn., received the 
2014 Minneapolis Downtown 
Network Award. 

Barbara (Vavruska) Fish ’81 
B.S.B.A., Brandon, S.D., is a certified 
financial planner for Securities 
America, Inc.

Hartley Hertel ’87 B.S.Ed., Palmer, 
Alaska, is the new general manager 
for the Alaska State Fair. 

Coralee Jorgensen ’82 B.S.Ed., 
Sioux Falls, S.D., a former USD 

state and regional medalist, was 
inducted into The South Dakota Golf 
Association Hall of Fame.

Richard Kinzley ’88 B.S.B.A.,  
Rapid City, S.D., has been  
promoted to senior vice president 
and chief financial officer for  
Black Hills Corporation.

Robert Morris ’88 J.D., Belle 
Fourche, S.D., was honored as  
Belle Fourche High School Veteran 
of the Year. 

Timothy Ridgway ’84 M.D., 
Brandon, S.D., has been named 
the Sanford School of Medicine‘s 
inaugural Dr. Charley F. and 
Elizabeth Gutch Chair.

Randolph Seiler ’80 J.D., Fort 
Pierre, S.D., assumed the duties of 
Acting United States Attorney for 
the District of South Dakota. 

Richard Werner ’80 B.S.B.A., 
Huron, S.D., received the 2015 
Distinguished Civic Service Award 
by the Huron Chamber and 
Development Corp. 

Francis Zavadil ’84 B.S.A.H.,  
’93 M.A., Yankton, S.D., has been 
named to the South Dakota  
State Epidemiological  
Outcomes Workgroup.

Joseph Blaseg ’91 B.S.B.A., Billings, 
Mont., has joined the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation as a 
financial institution specialist. 

Steven Brazones ’97 B.S.B.A., 
Minneapolis, Minn., was hired as the 
CFO of Raven Industries, Inc. 

Thomas Culver ’99 M.A., Avon, 
S.D., will be inducted into the 
South Dakota Football Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame. 

Denise (Thole) DuVernay ’98  
B.A., Chicago, Ill., accepted a 
position as assistant director,  
office of corporate, government  
and foundation relations at  
Saint Xavier University.

Dean Evans ’90 B.S.B.A., San 
Francisco, Calif., accepted the 
position as CEO of Lotlinx.

Li Hu ’93 M.F.A., Oshkosh, Wis., held 
an exhibition titled “Painting by Li 
Hu: 25 Year Retrospective” featuring 
more than 50 pieces of his art. 

Kristy (Amundson) Jackson ’94 
B.S. Ed., ’96 M.A., Sioux Falls, S.D., 
was accepted into the National 
Career Development Association‘s 
Leadership Academy.

Marlene (Lang) Jacobson 
’97 Ed.D., North Sioux City, S.D., 
has accepted the position of 
project manager of the global 
communications team for 
Documents & Design. 

Gary Klein ’93 B.S. Ed., La Crosse, 
Wis., has been named vice president 
for institutional advancement of 
Edgewood College. 

Joseph Lefdal ’97 B.S. Ed.,  
‘01 M.A., ‘09 Ed.S., Yankton, 
S.D., accepted the position of 
superintendent of Chase County 
School in Imperial, Neb. 

Lydia (Braun) McDonald ’96 
M.A., Greenbrier, Ark., was hired as 
president and CEO of the Arkansas 
Colleges of Health Education. 

David Whitesock  ’09 B.S., ’12 J.D., ’12 M.A., Vermillion, S.D.,  

was the recipient of a 2015 Bush Fellowship Award.  

Bush Fellowships provide an opportunity to advance  

South Dakota’s talent, boosting them to greater leadership. 

Whitesock has committed himself to using “big data”  

to promote a holistic approach to treating addiction. 

http://b.s.ed/
http://b.s.ed/
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Jason McFarland ’96 B.M., ’97 
M.M., Hartford, S.D., joined the 
faculty of St. Norbert College 
as assistant professor of ritual/
liturgical studies. 

Nancy Naeve ’90 B.F.A., Sioux Falls, 
S.D., retired from her role as anchor 
of KSFY Morning News. 

Kyle Richards ‘96 B.S., ‘98 M.P.Ad., 
Rapid City, S.D., is the CEO of the 
Regional Health Network serving 
South Dakota and Wyoming. 

Martin Sitler ’92 J.D., Fleming Isle, 
Fla., has been named supervisor of 
the casualty practice group in the 
law firm Marshall Dennehey Warner 
Coleman & Goggin. 

David Strohfus ’95 B.S. Ed., ‘96 
M.A., Castle Rock, Colo., is the 
new director of planning and 
interagency relations for the Cherry 
Creek School District in Greenwood 
Village, Colo. 

Ryun Williams ’92 B.S. Ed., ‘97 
M.A., Fort Collins, Colo., was named 
the head women‘s basketball coach 
for the Colorado State Rams. 

Charles Ahrens ’07 M.D., Duluth, 
Minn., is an ophthalmologist at  
St. Luke‘s Hibbing Family  
Medical Clinic. 

Sarah (Heitkamp) Anderson ’08 
A.S., Worthington, Minn., is lead 
R.N. at Sanford Worthington Clinic.

Kati Bachmayer ’01 B.S., 
Aberdeen, S.D., is the workforce 
development coordinator for the 
Aberdeen Development Corp. 

Jackie Barber ’01 B.S.B.A., ’06 J.D., 
Washington, D.C., will serve Rep. K. 
Michael Conaway, the chairman of 
the House Agriculture Committee, 
as the committee‘s chief counsel. 

Nathan Brakke ’02 M.D., San 
Diego, Calif., was awarded The  
Best of the Best in the Healthcare 
Field as an allergy and immunology 
doctor with Anesthesia Service 
Medical Group. 

Maren Colon ’09 B.A., Washington, 
D.C., accepted the position as 
exhibit and sponsorship  
coordinator with Consumer  
Bankers Association.

Jennifer Dalgarno ’00 B.S., 
Brainerd, Minn., has joined the 

family medicine team at the 
Essentia Health-Hackensack Clinic 
as a PA. 

Katherine “Katie” Douglas ’13 
B.A., Washington, D.C., has joined 
Sen. Mike Rounds‘ staff as press 
secretary to work with South  
Dakota media. 

Adam Fischer ’05 B.S. Ed., St. 
Anthony, Minn., has been named 
head football coach at Farmington 
High School. 

Garrett Hartwig ’05 B.S. Ed., ’06 
M.S., Iowa City, Iowa, was named 
the varsity football coach at Iowa 
City West High School. 

Matthew Hittle ’09 B.A., ’12 
M.A., Washington, D.C., has joined 
Rep. Kristi Noem’s staff as senior 
legislative assistant. 

Christopher Kassin ’02 B.S., ’05 
M.P.A., Vermillion, S.D., joined the 
USD foundation as assistant director 
of athletics development. 

Chris Koletzky ’06 M.S., Rapid City, 
S.D., was hired by Sturgis Brown 
High School as the head football 
coach for the Scoopers. 

Barrett Larson ’08 M.D., 
Omaha, Neb., board certified in 
pulmonology and internal  
medicine, joined Ridgeview 
Specialty Clinic-Pulmonology. 

Michael Maniscalco ’06 B.A., ’08 
M.P.A., East Hampton, Conn., was 
hired as the town manager of  
East Hampton. 

Douglas Murano ’04 B.A., ’08 M.A., 
Rapid City, S.D., recently co-edited 
an anthology of horror stories 
entitled Shadows Over Main Street, 
which rose to #1 on Amazon. 

Benjamin Nesselhuf ’08 
B.S., Vermillion, S.D., has been 
named vice president of resource 
development for Jackson Recovery 
Centers in Sioux City. 

Derick Rehurek ’09 B.M.A., 
Roseville, Minn., a first violinist 
of the Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra, took the podium  
and conducted the Sectional  
Healing concerts. 

Tyler Robinson ’09 B.S.R., ’11 M.A., 
West Des Moines, Iowa, is the owner 
and manager of Krave Gym. 

Fredel Thomas ’00 B.S., Mitchell, 

S.D., has been named dean  
of admissions for Dakota  
Wesleyan University. 

Joshua Tonsager ’08 B.B.A., 
Washington, D.C., was selected to 
lead the National Association of 
Wheat Growers‘ government  
affairs team. 

Jessica Yearous ’09 B.A.,  
Arlington, Va., has joined Sen.  
John Thune‘s staff as foreign  
policy legislative assistant.

Stephanie Andell ’13 B.A.,  
Ofallon, Ill., was promoted to early 
alert project coordinator at Briar 
Cliff University. 

Sydney Bartunek ’12 B.S., Sioux 
Falls, S.D., was hired by Argus Leader 
Media as marketing coordinator. 

Ryan Blake ’14 B.A., Pierre, S.D., 
was hired as the government 
relations assistant for the Consumer 
Bankers Association. 

Jami Buttke ’10 B.M.A., Corona, 
S.D., held a release party for her 
second full solo album of folk music 
at the Matthews Opera House in 
Spearfish. 

Dean Fankhauser ’14 J.D., 
Sergeant Bluff, Iowa, joined the 
Berenstein Moore Heffernan  
Moeller & Johnson, L.L.P. law firm  
as an associate. 

Jennifer Gieselman ’12 B.A., 
Alexandria, Va., has joined Sen. 
Chuck Grassley’s staff as director  
of correspondence. 

Brett Hall ’10 B.S., ’14 J.D., Sioux 
City, Iowa, opened the Hall Law 
Firm, L.L.C. in Sioux City. 

Darren Hedlund ’13 B.A., 
Washington, D.C., joined Sen. Mike 
Rounds‘ team as staff assistant. 

Laura Kuschel ’12 B.M., Vermillion, 
S.D., is the music coordinator at 
St. Thomas More Newman Center 
and a member of the Cathedral 
Masterworks Choir at St. Joseph in 
Sioux Falls.

Susan (Stoebner) Lancaster 
’10 B.S., ’12 M.S., Sioux Falls, S.D., 
was appointed Entrepreneur-in 
Residence at the USD Beacom 
School of Business. 

Miranda Mathison ’14 M.S., Fargo, 
N.D., joined Essentia Health Heart 
and Vascular Center as a PA.

Kasey (Wassenaar) Olivier ’12 
J.D., Sioux Falls, S.D., was listed as a 
“Top 40 under 40” trial lawyer by the 
National Trial Lawyers Association. 
She helped found Heidepriem, 
Purtell and Siegel, LLP, where she 
recently became partner. 

Aaron Pilcher ’13 J.D. Huron, S.D., 
has been elected chairman of the 
Beadle County Republican Party. 

Todd Pokrywa ’13 M.S. Melbourne, 
Fla., joined The Viera Company as 
senior vice president of land use 
planning and development. 

Amber (Kobus) Robinson ’10 
B.S.R., ’12 M.A., West Des Moines, 
Iowa, is the owner and manager of 
Krave Gym. 

David Sahli ’10 B.A., ’14 J.D., 
Washington, D.C., a HUD legal honor 
scholar, is working for HUD‘s office 
of general counsel in the office of 
litigation. 

Erica (Robish) Schilling ’10 B.B.A., 
Sioux Falls, S.D., joined the USD 
Foundation as assistant director of 
athletics development. 

Lexy Schuman ’14 B.A., Sioux Falls, 
S.D., joined Sen. Mike Rounds‘ staff 
as an office assistant. 

Scott Slotten ’11 B.S. Ed., Belle 
Fourche, S.D., was named the head 

Heather Fluit ‘10 B.A., Washington, D.C., 

recently joined the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development as 

deputy press secretary.

http://m.p.ad/
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football coach at Belle Fourche  
High School. 

Tyler Stenberg ’14 B.A., Sioux Falls, 
S.D., joined the Senate Commerce 
Committee as a staff assistant.

Kenna Wolter ’13 B.S.R.,  
Vermillion, S.D., a USD track and 
field graduate assistant coach, 
placed second in the women‘s triple 
jump at the USA Track and Field 
Indoor Championships.

Marriages

Jolene Kranz ’06 M.P.A. and  
Dan Griffith were married Nov. 3, 
2014 in Punta Cana, Dominican 
Republic. The couple resides in 
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Rory Triplett ’00 B.S. and Megan 
(Beuning) Triplett were married on 
June 6, 2014. The couple resides in 
Iowa City, Iowa.

Kali (Briggs) Ahlers ’11 B.S., ‘14 
Ed.S. and Bryce Ahlers were married 
on June 28, 2014. The couple resides 
in Watertown, S.D. 

Dustin Becht ’13 B.S. and 
Meaghan (Loos) Becht ’13 B.A.,  
’13 B.S. were married on May 31, 
2014. The couple resides in  
Missoula, Mont.

Lucas Heintzman ’10 B.S. and 
Neha Kumari were married on  
Aug. 15, 2014. The couple resides in 
Aberdeen, S.D. 

Austin Krause ’11 B.B.A, ’12 M.B.A. 
and Heather (Worthington) 
Krause ’11 B.A., ’13 M.A. were 
married on Aug. 2, 2014. The couple 
resides in Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Bradley Richardson ’13 J.D. and 
Monique Lynch were married on 

Dec. 6, 2014. The couple resides in 
Queenstown, Md.

David Sahli ’10 B.A., ’14 J.D. and 
Angelina Sahli were married on 
Nov. 11, 2014. The couple resides in 
Washington, D.C.

Tory Stolen ’10 B.F.A. and Michelle 
St. Vrain ’13 M.F.A., were married 
on Sept. 9, 2014. The couple resides 
in Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Births

Calvin Eric was born Oct. 20, 2014 to 
Eric Asmus ’04 B.B.A. and  Chelsea 
(Tripp) Asmus ’05 B.B.A. of Sioux 
Falls, S.D.

Roman Israel, Alexander Rietz and 
Liev Robert were born on June 11, 
2014 to Robin (Rietz) Chudnovsky 
’05 J.D. and Emil Chudnovsky of 
Washington, D.C.

Evelyn was born to Joel  Farmer 
’02 B.S., ’04 M.A., ’07 M.D. and Alicia 
(Johnson) Farmer ’03 B.A., ‘06 J.D. 
of Sioux Falls, S.D. She joins brothers 
Jacob and Cale.

Luca Richard was born on Jan. 25, 
2015 to Douglas  Murano ’04 B.A., 
’08 M.A. and Jessica (Walters) 
Murano ’06 B.S. of Rapid City, S.D. 
Luca joins Rocco, 3, and Evangeline, 1.

A daughter was born March 26, 2015 
to Rory Triplett ’00 B.S. and Megan 
Beuning Triplett of Iowa City, Iowa.

A son was born Nov. 14, 2014 to 
Lance  Friesen ’10 M.A. and Lacey 
Graber of Marion, S.D.

Emery Beth was born July 12, 2014 
to Ryan Visser ’13 B.A. and Jenna 
(Noteboom) Visser ’12 B.S. of  
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Love USD?  
Show it off year round.
Show your USD pride every time you 
make a purchase. Sign up for the 
USD Visa® Platinum Rewards card. 

Apply today at
www.usdalumni.com 
or call 1.800.821.5184
Mention code USD Alumni

http://www.dakotaroots.com/
http://www.usdalumni.com/
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In Memoriam
Faculty 

William R. Hollander, assistant professor,  
Sioux City, Iowa

Robert Miller Martin, psychology professor,  
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Dennis A. Klein, professor emeritus  of Spanish, 
Plano, Texas

Leonard Andersen ’37, Sioux City, Iowa
LeRoy Kleinsasser ’34, ’40, Austin, Texas

Constance (Bowden) Beekley ’48, ’69, Smithville, Texas
Marjorie (Hanson) Carlin ’45, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Franklin Carrier ’49, San Jose, Calif.
Alyce (Myers) Dafnis ’48, Sarasota, Fla.
Evelyn (Jacobsen) Dains ’48, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Donald Dargen ’48, Houston, Texas
Milton Day ’48, Saint Joseph, Mo.
William Deer, Jr. ’45, Sun City, Calif.
Sheila (Shannon) Gaeckle ’49, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Dorothy (Myron) Golden ’41, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Harry Hussong ’48, Bettendorf, Iowa
Glenn Jensen ’46, Houston, Texas
Bruce Lowe ’49, ’50, Warrenton, Va.
Harold Nelson ’49, Valparaiso, Ind.
Joseph Pillar ’49, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Ruth (Cowling) Schuldt ’44, Glendale, Ariz.
Betty (Brooks) Thal ’45, Denver, Colo.
Robert Wadden ’48, Lexington, S.C.
James Williams ’48, ’50, Sun City West, Ariz.

Duane Anderson ’59, Tempe, Ariz.
William Anderson ’54, ’58, Belle Fourche, S.D.
Thomas Bairnson ’59, Minnetonka, Minn.
Jay Baker ’57, Rockwall, Texas
Roger Bottum ’55, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Robert Brown ’51, Minnetonka, Minn.
Ronald Carlson ’58, Humboldt, Iowa
Dwain Dedrick ’50, Boulder, Colo.
John Dewell ’53, ’55, Pierre, S.D.
Warren Dirks ’53, Meridian, Idaho
Robert Dolan ’54, ’69, Beresford, S.D.
Daryl Dunn ’57, Watertown, S.D.
Jerry Fraser ’50, ’52, Marine on Saint Croix, Minn.
Nell (Pribble) Gravdal-Whitesel ’53, Thornton, Colo.
Warren Green ’50, ’59, Pocatello, Idaho
Elmer Hill ’59, Belle Fourche, S.D.
Norma (Gemar) Karr ’54, Aumsville, Ore.
Charles Kaufman ’59, Vermillion, S.D.
Donald Lane ’59, ’60, Elk Point, S.D.
Alan Lord ’52, Greeley, Colo.
M. Mahaffey ’53, Saint Ansgar, Iowa
F. Mahaney ’59, Scottsdale, Ariz.
Raymond Medlin, Jr. ’50, ’52, Albion, Neb.
Charles Meier ’53, Orono, Maine
Duwayne Meneely ’58, Remsen, Iowa

Harry Pflaumer ’50, Cambria, Calif.
Laird Rasmussen ’50, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Stewart Risk ’56, Perris, Calif.
John Slattery ’54, Minneapolis, Minn.
Robert Smail ’52, ’59, Manhattan, Kan.
Maris (Nelson) Snider ’53, North Liberty, Iowa
Charles Starksen ’51, Eden Prairie, Minn.
William Stevenson ’52, Overland Park, Kan.
Donald Syvertson ’51, ’52, Clark, S.D.
Alan Thelen ’57, Lakewood, Colo.
Robert Thompson ’56, Parker, Colo.
Robert Tschetter ’57, Savannah, Ga.
Dennis Walter ’52, Des Moines, Iowa
Don Waltner ’57, ’60, Arvada, Colo.

Kathleen (O’Meara) Aalfs ’62, North Sioux City, S.D.
Milo Benson ’68, Nome, N.D.
Robert Christeck ’68, Reno, Nev.
Warren Conley ’65, Sparta, Tenn.
Darrell Dyer ’60, Wayzata, Minn.
Richard Ericson ’62, Richardson, Texas
Rollie French ’63, ’69, Vermillion, S.D.
Michael Friedman ’65, Novato, Calif.
Mary (Desmond) Gardiner ’61, Sioux City, Iowa
Bruce Griffin ’61, Arlington, Texas
Thorvald Hansen ’65, Des Moines, Iowa
Marion (Strauss) Harris ’62, Philadelphia, Pa.
Dennis Holub ’69, Rapid City, S.D.
Gerald Huldeen ’63, Sioux City, Iowa
Viola (Hoffman) Kipling ’61, Ellijay, Ga.
Michael Lyons ’68, Inver Grove, Minn.
Frederick Martin ’64, Bagley, Minn.
Jack Mason ’67, ’68, Rapid City, S.D.
Sandra (Huether) McCormack ’65, Carmel, Calif.
Mark McDermott ’64, Lansing, Mich.
Shirley (Kirkham) McDermott ’62, Rapid City, S.D.
Hugh McNeely ’62, Yankton, S.D.
Richard Miller ’68, North Sioux City, S.D.
Robert Moberly ’63, Sun City West, Ariz.
Gerald Myers ’66, ’69, Waukon, Iowa
Charles Nicholson ’67, Beaverton, Ore.
Robert Parenti ’62, Middleton, Idaho
Lucille Phillips ’68, Sioux City, Iowa
Edgar Riecke ’67, Pittsford, N.Y.
James Skinner ’64, Huntsville, Texas
Howard Sterling ’67, Totowa, N.J.
Jacob Wieb ’62, ’70, Green Valley, Ariz. 

Rita (Duenwald) Allen ’78, ’82, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Deborah Bonte ’78, ’03, Beresford, S.D.
Sally Boyd ’73, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Ronald Brentrup ’72, Bowman, N.D.
Cleo (Lebeau) Burnette ’75, Lakeside, Ariz.
Sherman Burns ’70, Sheridan, Wyo.
Edward Byhre ’72, Highmore, S.D.
Thomas Callaghan ’78, Chesterfield, Mo.
Douglas Cannon ’71, O’ Fallon, Mo.
Ronald Coffin ’71, Arvada, Colo.
Douglas Damoude ’73, Hershey, Neb.
Terrence Gherty ’74, Hudson, Wis.
Karen Hofwolt ’72, Presho, S.D.
Wesley Klinkhammer ’78, Springfield, Mo.

Douglas Langenfeld ’71, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Robert Mahon ’71, Sioux City, Iowa
Donald Miller ’70, Fairmont, Minn.
Russell Morrell ’72, Geddes, S.D.
Steven Myers ’72, Brookings, S.D.
Myrle Nielsen ’74, Storm Lake, Iowa
Mary (Corey) Peterson ’71, New Braunfels, Texas
David Roby ’71, Clearwater, Fla.
Jeffrey Sipsey ’70, Glendale, Calif.
Donald Srstka ’71, ’79, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Peggy (Weber) Stone ’75, Yankton, S.D.
Thomas Theobald ’74, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Joyce (Wyffels) Wentworth ’78, ’80, ’90, Yankton, S.D.

Phyllis (Jansen) Aune ’86, Mission Hill, S.D.
Lorrie (Parker) Curry ’85, Le Mars, Iowa
Marsha (Urwiler) Eanes ’81, Martinsville, Va.
Harold Gallagher ’86, Spearfish, S.D.
Jane (Langehough) Holtzen ’88, Sioux City, Iowa
Bruce Jacob ’82, Rapid City, S.D.
Robee Marchand ’80, Mitchell, S.D.
David Pickart ’86, Denver, Colo.
Mary Reiss ’88, Phoenix, Ariz.
Mary (Thomsen) Tucker ’87, Sioux City, Iowa
Susan (Brazee) Vandebrug ’87, ’90, Phoenix, Ariz.

Audrey (McDonald) Cornish ’91, Sioux City, Iowa
Michelle (Monteith) Fisher ’99, ’03, Britton, S.D.
Lisa (Adams) Hiller ’90, Hershey, Neb.
Christopher Kolker ’92, Albert Lea, Minn.
Barry Preston ’90, Omaha, Neb.
Richard Russman ’90, Aberdeen, S.D.
Frederick Thoene ’92, ’00, Plattsmouth, Neb.

Laura Cody ’05, Newton, N.J.
Lance Hoffman ’05, ’10, San Antonio, Texas

Caleb Lyle ’12, Minneapolis, Minn.

CORRECTIONS
LeRoy Hieb ’70, Carlsbad, Calif., was listed in error as 
deceased in our last issue. We regret the error. 

Show it wherever you go.
DRIVE WITH PRIDE!

USDCoyoteStore.com or
call 1-800-655-ALUM

http://usdcoyotestore.com/
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PRIDE, PERSISTEnCE AnD PROGRESS: 

This 200-plus-page coffee-table-style book is filled with  
historical photos, intriguing historical facts, fun stories and  
memories that stretch across the 150-year history of the  
University of South Dakota.  

This pictorial history is a great gift for alumni of any age. Retails for $54.95.

To order, visit www.USDCoyoteStore.com or call 800-655-ALUM (2586).

The 150-Year History of  
the University of South Dakota

The Future Is Brighter  
Than You Think
By Kurt D. Cambier, ’93 CPF, ChFC B.S.B.A. 
ISBN: 978-1-939758-95-8    

Discover common pitfalls of investing, how to 
avoid traps and how to enlist professional help.

The Drug Store 
By Patricia Griffin Ress ’67 B.S.Ed. 
ISBN: 978-1-63448-045-1   

The stories about life “over the drugstore” 
resonate with children growing up during  
World War II.  

Little Miss Mary Discovers 
Music Outside Her Window 
By Mary Crandell ’98 M.M.

ISBN Hardcover: 978-1-4990-2216-2 

ISBN Softcover: 978-1-4990-2217-9

ISBN E-Book: 978-1-4990-2219-3 

This first book in the Little Miss Mary  
Discovery Series is designed to ignite  
children’s love of the arts while nurturing  
and strengthening the natural creativity of  
the young mind. 

 

The Courthouses of  
South Dakota 
By Arthur Rusch ’68 B.S.B.A., ’71 J.D.
ISBN: 978-1482525410  

Using county records, period newspapers  
and other archival materials, Rusch shows 
how the “Courthouse Fights” between rival 
communities turned into outright battles, 
including bidding wars, midnight forays to  
steal county records and even buildings,  
and the destruction of courthouses—all in  
the cause of community survival.  
        

ALUMNI BOOKS

Have you written or edited a book recently?
To have your book considered for our next issue, please send a 
complimentary copy and a description of its contents to:

USD Alumni Association 
ATTN: Alumni Books
414 East Clark Street 
Vermillion, SD 57069-2390

http://www.usdcoyotestore.com/
http://b.s.ed/


The Great Barrier 
Reef to Sydney
An island, a country and a 
continent all in one, Australia 
combines dazzling 
scenery, cultured cities 
and an irresistible, 
carefree spirit. 
Experience the allure of 
the Land Down Under 
when you snorkel the 
Great Barrier Reef, 
gaze at Ayers Rock and 
explore the Sydney Opera 
House. Australia is full 
of surprises for you to 
discover and savor.

April 11–24, 2016
14 days • Nature & Wildlife Tour

$450 Deposit Reserves Your Seat
Full payment due by Feb. 2016

More Info: 
www.usdalumni.com/events
800-438-7672 | trip #63379814

• Melbourne
• Alice Springs
• Ayers Rock
• Sydney
• Cairns

USDCoyoteStore.com
                                                                                                                   
Managed by the USD Alumni Association

Wagner Center         800.655.2586 • 605.677.6734

http://www.usdalumni.com/events
http://usdcoyotestore.com/
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 I’m

 IN!
Join your fellow Coyotes who have  
already discovered the value of  
membership and a lifetime link with USD.

www.usdalumni.com/join

http://www.usdalumni.com/join

